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ANSWER TO tHE AENIGMA 


Surprisingly few of our subscri- 
bere. - guessed the answer to the 
enigma’ in the. September issue. 
Is the ‘seventeenth-century equiva- 
lent.‘of the crossword puzzle too 
difficult for the ‘present genera- 
tion? . Shatever the cause of this 
delinquency... the honor of sending 
the firaticarrect ys0lution belongs 
to Josephine Bennett (New 
York), who wrote, "The answer to 
your ‘Aknigma' is obviously (to 
we) Truth -- every couplet fits." 


We. reproduced this puzzle from 
dotteux's for 
June, 1692. In choosing it. owe 
were influenced by the* ‘anninersary. 
sentiment, for it. was:selected in 


June of 1942, two hundred:jand fif- 
Big 7S ty yeare after it was printed, 


kven more fitting to November, 
is the leading effusion of 

the magazine, a long poem: entitled 

“Upon our Victory at. Sea," begin- 


‘Ging the Naval Fight, 
Triumph, Fame 
More loudly than our Cannon, 
shall proclaim." 


whose 


Sonn: Denne, 


othler “among a 


pretty: Bong (“Wailst ‘scorch 'd 


by hot desire") by Prior. the 
news items record the raising of 
the siege of Namr (the. Stalingrad 
of that day) and the: weport,. “It 
is said that: ‘Creech... ‘of Wxford 
prepares ‘a new: Of: 
cretius.*. Here! is’ ample: ‘precedent, 
if’ one’ be*needed, ‘foriiconcern v.ih 
letters ina world at war. 


iHE PUZZLE IN ENGLAND 


A note to one of the editors 
from w. W. Greg and F. P. Wilson, 
dated September 20, — reads 
in part as follows: 


"We regret. that the firet edi- 
blow. of Hudibras is not at the 

mopent.. ASC. cessible to us, but see 
New Epghish: ‘Dictionary under tail 
for staving tayling , Hud. 
ii,°163;  Crawat, for of 
Smec. iii. 1166, and iliga- 
tion 1. iii. 1262.® 


They send “best wishes and many 
thanks for the numbers received. 


GROUP 
The following program of the 


coming: meeting. in New tork is an- 
nounced by Charles m. Coffin (Ken- 


yon), Chairman: apd sudolf Kirk 
(kutgers), Secretary: 
tlgap 
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William R. Par- 
ker (Ohio State), 15 minutes. 
and Revolutionary 


Politics,* William Haller (Bar- 


mard), 15 winutes. 


“Humanity in. Revolt: A ‘theo- 
logical: Diagnosis of Milton's Doc- 


trine ‘and ‘Myth of the Fall," ‘hon- 


as S. K. Scott-Craig (Hobart ), 15 


‘pinutes. 


il Business. 


Report of the Bibliography 
Committee. 


2. Report of the Microfilm — 
mittee, 


3. Report of the Nominating Conm- 
mittee. 


4. Keport of the editors of the 
Seventeenth-Century News-Letter. 


sor other details 


see the gen- 
eral notice in the 


Sune 
A, SPENSER GROUP 


the “Period of Spenser® Group 
of the Mm. L. A, urges all readers 


_ of the News-Letter to attend and 


participate in discussion antici- 


pated. as a result of the papers 
announced . by; itsichairman, Rose- 
tuye (Connecticut), and its 


secretary, Rudolf: Gottfried (Indi- 
ana), for the — ‘Christmas: meetings. 
The central problem’ concerns Va- 
rious answers made by Llizabetbans 
to the conflicting claims: of 
and: “goul." papers by 
Merritt Hughes (*isconsin) and Don 
Camexon Allen Hopkins) will 


challenge | Hang’ ‘Bt atements on 


dualism ( studies “in 

‘the: 


The’ two" papers’ ‘espe- 
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cially are controversial and will 
lead to discussion, Students 
with interests in art, paychology , 
and philosophy are particularly 
asked to come and offer criticien. 


CORRECY LON 


Ina burst of enthugiasm over 
Giles E. Dawson's (folger). paper 
at the English institute on the 
new Shakespearean signature, the 

editors ‘made the regrettable error 
of allowing the statement ‘to be 
made (No. 3, 5) that, this was 
the first ,ublic announcement’ ‘of 
the discovery. Although “3t was 
probably the first extended dis- 
cussion, the. new find had ‘Least 
been in ‘the “Times ‘tliter- 


of Progress, 
in the press. 


MEMBERS NOw IN UNIFORM 


The following members of the 
seventeenth-century group are now 
in military or naval service. 


Fredson I. Bowers (Virginia), 
vy, lieutenant, 


C. Bowie millican (New York Uni- 
versity), Army, major. 


C. K. Jiunnian 


(Folger), 
lieutenant, 


navy, 
John Bakeless (New York univer- 
sity), Army, major. 


Giles, #&. Dawson (Folger), Navy, 
lieutenant. 


David Robertson (Sarnard), 
ensign. 


branklin b. williams (veorge- 
town), Army, at Vamp Lee, Va, 
G. Hlakemore vane (Brooklyn), 


Army. 


Roger Bennett (worthwestern), 
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signal vorps. NEwS FROM ENGLAND 


don Caskey (Unio univer- 
sity), 


Marcus S. Goldman (Illinois), 
Army, probably in worth africa, 


Tne first response from fngland 
to this News-Letter has been re- 
ceived from 4&.S.. de ‘Beer, . the 
well-known seventeenth-century 
scholar, His letter is dated the 
fifteenth of June, He writes: 


Lambert .<nnis (\sorthwestern), 
‘Signal Corps, stationed in Phila- 
delphia. 


The .editors will be glad to pub- 
: lish additional information when 
they receive it. 


MILITARY BOOKS 


"In the not very far distant 
past I received a copy of A sSev- 
enteenth-Century News-Letter -- 
thank you.very much for it. and 
congratulations © on it. News of 
literary. ‘activities is especially 
welcome now, when things here are 
declining Bo visibly. 


"It's a wicked waste of. tine 
having a war-oqn justiigt: prgaent. 
London is having “pyperk: early 
summer, rather: too hot: and ‘ary: BO 
that things will. probably. shrivel 
up soon, and in any case most of 
the flowers fade too quickly, une 
resents the war in alty case, but 
the trivialities bring home cer- 
tain sides of it. London is curi- 
ous;. with no blitz for a good 
while a new. life is springing up; 
there’ is iittle traffic, . but 
large. crowds .in. some of the 
streets; theatres. and the sur- 
viving reetayrants doing. well. 
but intellectual’. standards: have 
probably: “declineds. one 
ception Shaw's: ‘Doctor's ‘Ditem- 
ma, Art is doled out to us a pic- 
ture at a time at the. ational 
Gallery; but £000 ‘pictures,’ a Ti- 
tian, a. botticelli, “Hoagh, 
‘besides: a splendid acquired 
\°Rembrandt. A few ‘minutes with 
such things help to keep one wing. 


- 
zrofespox™ souis Cc. Karpinski, isa 
concigeylist of 372 items of major 
importance’ “printed. between 1492 

and 1801, nearly “half: of which 

appeared in the “geventeenth cen- 
tury. is aleo'a \finding-list 
of copies in some thirty otper 

libraries and collections... kKead- 
will note that no attempt has 
been made to compile a complete 

census of copies. » feature of 

the book is the series of photo- 

es graphs of 121 title pages. 


VARY 


All students of the seventeenth 
century will regret. the death of 

Dr, Caroline opurgeon,. “who died in 
suceon, Arizona, on Actober’ pa, at 
the age of 74, sor: ‘many, years -she 
been on faculty: the 
“university of..ondon.. and of Bed- 
ford College for women’. in Landon, 
Her two |, ereat,: undoupt - 

edly ofviChaucer 
ohake= 
Tatter 
in 1935, soon be- 
came’ Ant to all stu- 


“I have now discowered that Hun- 
tington. was descended | from the 
Plantagenets; if Abpalom’g 14 wor 
thies is reliable thet clinches 
the identification as Balaaw. 
part of the poem. that 1 should 


poets of the period, 


dents and inapired | like to sort qut is dines 763-610, 
ides in other'| the pant. ain which: sets out. 
his general views on, politics; 
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to Feagsemble his early career; 


nity. 


may, Learn: some’ American: history ; 


i4 


but it will mean rereading a good 
many, . things. Probably more of 
Dryden’s. ‘political pieces could do 
with, an overhaul; it was I think 
Macaulay woo ‘potted the important 
Passage - about the.militia in the 
imitation ‘of! .Palamon ‘and Arcite; 
but there's probably a good deal 
more to be dug out. 


“Recently, I had some fun with 
titus Oates. The DnB rather 
treats him as one of the heroes of 
crime; but idon't trust shomas 
Seccombe the writer of the arti- 
cle; and there were various 
things: (that jangled. So i tried 


i think: Sates. was not much 
more. than. degenerate brute who 
drifted:into crime as a result of 
inefficiency. 


“Anyone who wants to make a 
nawe for himself in seventeenth 
century tnglish history can do so 
very easily by reading a few of 
the documents carefully and com- 
pletely. vf course, a great deal 
is merely a turnover of detail, 
but gradually the details accum- 
late and one gets a new synthesis, 
i think richer and more complete 

- than the old one. The important 
thing .is. the place of religion in 
everyday, life; the changes of the 
last’ ‘nundred. years wmwakeit diffi- 
cult for, the*moderp reader to al- 
low for: .what “WAS formerly taken 
for granted. 


seventeenth century ‘standards al- 
most, the. worst, of, ‘crimes; murder 
wight | mean: : Hanging’ ‘on earth but 
perjury meant hell for all eter- 


“If the: war: €9es, long enough 


khe. reason"why Oates 
got‘ away for Long. 
juries, was because. 


preceding 


4-22 


I suppose 1 ought to get noid of a 
school book, learn a few dates and 
things, and then read something 
serious, The trouble with re- 
scarca work is that one. never 
time or energy to read and..mgster 
anything. And tae war makes sys- 
tematic reading more difficult 
than ever.*® 


MILTON CHRONOLOGY; A QUERY 


Common sense, spurred by some 
searching of personal experience, 
suggests that an. author, ten or 
twenty: years after writing’ a: poem, 
will -have considerable difficulty 
recalling the: ‘exact... yearvot-its 
composition unless: there’ "oe some 
external aid to Of the 
eighty-seven shorter . poemacwhich 
iwi lton: published in*hisi 
thirty-four are specifically da- 
ted, it is ‘no, refiectionm 
Milton 38 honesty. “that: gome- of 
these dates are clearly” incorrect, 
The Latin verses: .on: Gostilin 
and the Fair Infant: ‘elegy are 
cases in point, could 


usually accepted dates for: such 
poems as the two early rsalm, pata- 
phrases, the verses on, 


‘speare, “At a Vacation ‘xercise,° 


“Klegia Quinta,” "In quintum 


or “Nativity Ode*? 


Concerning...the. last named, it. may 


Ahat in the’ second 
was: by 


edition; of toe minor poems «iiton 


omitted» the date eiven in the 


first edition. 
-- W. P, 


ASSOCIATION ITE&S 


The following... items are offered 


Broth hens... in their 
Mercurtus' No, 74, for 
Continued ‘from 


err in dating these two: poems, he. 


could err. in'dating others. Can - 
students, therefore, . find. valid 
grounds for reconsidering toe 
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the flyleaf. 


- on the flyleaf and title page, and 


the s inscription on the 
in the text in walton's hand. 
Dr, Sanderson, London, 1678. 
- gentation copy from the author to 
the title page ama number of cor- 


_ on the flyleaf by Lloyd, who was a 
. mephew of Walton's first wife. 


94, The same, 
with Walton's inscription on the 


title page and several corrections 
in his hand in the text, 


with his inscription 


96, Sir William D'Avenant, Gon- 
Gibert, London, 1651. Presenta- 


tion ¢ copy from the author to the 
Countess of Monmouth, with in- 
scription by both on the flyleaf 


and titlepage. This book was sent 


by D'Avenant to the Countess from 
the Tower of London, 


83, John Jones (translator), 
id's’ Invective and Curse 
Ibis, Oxford, 1658. 
copy from the ‘translator to John, 
Viscount ‘Scudamore, with manu 
script: dedication in his hand on 


87. John Dryden, Alexander's 
Feast,: London, first edition. The 
copy’ used by the musician Mendels- 
sohn, with his autograph signature 


with numerous annotations. 


92, Isaac Walton, 


The Life of 
ir, Hooker, 


London, 1665, 


Presentation copy: ‘from the author 


to Seth, 


Bishop .of Axeter, with 


flyleaf, and several corrections 


93. Isaac Walton, The Life of 
Pre- 
John Lloyd, with ‘inscriptioa on 


rections in: the text. Signed also 


Presentation 
copy from the author to John. Perin 


98, ‘Stanford. Wolferston, An In- 
into: the!sCauise 


Lege." 
the author, 
inside the 


sentation from 


front cover. 


London, 


Diseases: 
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FACSIMILE 
The letter reproduced in this y 
issue is used by permission of 


Mise Belle da Costa Greene, direc- 
tor of the Morgan iuibrary. Though 
the editors. have not had time. for 
much research, they believe! it has 
not previously. been published, it 
consists of three pages, only one 
of which we have “to repro- 
duce. Pages 2 and'3 (with ‘normals 
ized spelling and punctuation ) 
continue as follows: 


“put the delight which I ‘promised 
to myself in waiting on your Lord- 
ship at Latimer, which now 1 am 
threatened not to enjoy .a long 
time by reason of your intended 
journey towards, ithe North, Truly, 
my Lord, that’ which: keeps you. from 
the trouble of ‘my; company: thither 


is the man's excuse.‘in the Gospel, 


that he had taken a house and 
could not come, For I have for my 
new house here made only a-slight 
bargain with a servant of the own- 
er, and 1 expect my landlord here 
at w#ichaelmas from fTIreland, from 
whom Iam to have a lease if we 
agree, All I have left to hope 


will put off this voyage until 
another year, or that your return 
will be so speedy that I may yet 
see you in the country before the 
rigor of winter. arive us all to 
My. Martin: tells me he 
will write all the: news, and: truly 
by: discourse with. him. I: found he 
knewmoxe than dp, all-wens ex- 
pectations being: bent upon the ap- 


proaching: Parliament as that‘which 
must. 


leave us *in. despair of ever seeing 


either’ “settle state or 


it settled.» ‘ay Lord, 
you ile. et: mehave the assyrance of 


being’ ‘retained, dn,iyour ‘memory and 
favour: your’ ‘abaence | by neceiv- 
“ing. ‘the ‘honour 


‘of some: commands 
‘from: you, whi ch ‘shall be carefully 
obeyed "by. 

(contiinied on next page) 


for is that either your Lordship 
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Your Lordship's most obedient 
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